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FOREWORD

The stature of any research institute, ideally, should be measured by knowledge
production. Knowledge produced can be disseminated in any number of ways and as is
inevitable the reach of word, the paths traveled and relevant destinations cannot ever be
completely mapped. A bibliography, in this sense, is as comprehensive a capture as
possible.

Over the past half a century, researchers of the Hector Kobbekaduwa Research and
Training Institute, have traveled the length and breadth of this island, harvesting
knowledge, understanding and facts pertaining to numerous aspects of the agrarian
sector. These intellectual forays have of course been framed by close reading of the
relevant theoretical literature. The findings have, as per the mandated functions of the
Institute, generated policy recommendations on the one hand and also been
communicated to all stakeholders through publications, training programmes and other
communication channels.

Fifty years is considered a long time. Technologies can be greatly transformed in such a
period. Indeed it doesn't take as long for ideological shifts. Political upheavals can result
in even paradigm shifts. Strategies powered by good intention but nevertheless poorly
thought through can quickly reverse gains accumulated over years and decades. This is
why, perhaps, 'old data' is often dismissed as irrelevant. Indeed, the bathwater of what's
termed 'bad data' is often emptied along with healthy theoretical-babies, so to speak. Too
often fixations with the 'here and now' make people forget that rivers have sources and
trees have roots. What came before bears upon what exists and often helps frame the
universe of the possible. If this were not the case, archives would not exist and libraries
will sweep out everything but the most recent acquisitions.

Some unknown chronicler if compelled to trace the trajectories of agriculture policies,
what prompted and what was produced, the good, the bad and the ugly included, may
very well devote a chapter or more to the work of this Institute. He/she may then chance
upon this and future compilations of a similar kind. He/she may or may not say 'this was,
is and will remain a gold mine for student, academic, research professional and even
historian.' He/she would say it anyway, probably using different words.

For now, it is safe to say that just as the work of research officers who have graced the
Institution with presence and scholarship has informed and shaped the work of the
present research team, so too will the work currently undertaken support those who will
one day walk these corridors. The library is in essence the repository of what brilliant
minds produced. The bibliography shows the pathways to specific knowledge-nuggets. A
roadmap to a gold mine, essentially.

This bibliography is comprehensive. It is an important compilation for obvious reasons and
will certainly form the basis for another task that HARTI has decided to complete by way
of commemorating the Institute's 50th anniversary, namely an annotated bibliography of



all publications including research reports, journals, occasional publications, working
papers, proceedings of seminars, periodicals etc.

Ms Yamuna Weeraratne has painstakingly and with great devotion and love compiled this
document. Researchers past, present and future and all those who will one day chance
upon and use the documents named herein, may or may not thank her. They ought to, |
believe.

Malinda Seneviratne
Director/CEO
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INTRODUCTION

A bibliography is a list that is arranged in a logical order so as to make easy access to
information of a piece of literature. Information in a bibliography can be arranged under
subject areas, including the names of the authors and the titles of the books or other
documents according to the requirements. Bibliographies can be classified as common
bibliographies and subject bibliographies.

The latter include information of documents relating to a particular subject area. Most of
the thematic bibliographies are prepared on different subject areas where research and
academic studies are conducted. Bibliographies assist gathering information needed for
literature reviews of the academics for research purposes. In a subject bibliography, each
and every piece of literature published in the subject area is taken into consideration.
Since the subject area covered by the bibliography is introduced at the beginning the
person who uses it will be aware of it. Bibliography of Ceylon prepared by Mr. H. A. I.
Goonathilake is a classic example for a bibliography that consists of eight volumes.

Agrarian Research and Training Institute established by the Agrarian Research and
Training Institute Act, No. 5 of 1972 was renamed as Hecror Kobbekaduwa Agrarian
Research and Training Institute in 1995. Since inception the library has imparted
knowledge to a great number of local and foreign researchers, academics and university
students.

Upholding one of the prime objectives of the institute to provide a centre for the
collection and dissemination of information on agrarian issues the library was established
under the librarianship of Mr. Wilfred Ranasinghe. He and his successors, Mr. G. H.
Karunaratne and Miss Srima Katugampola, worked relentlessly towards accomplishing the
goal.

Although the research publications of the Institute constitute only a speck of the library
collection which exceeds 25,000 volumes,the users can gather a wealth of information by
referring these resources. | joined the library in 1992 as a Library Assistant and became
the Assistant Librarian in 2003. | have been assisting many internal and external users’
for30 years long of my career in the library. | am immensely delighted to see a reader is
satisfied with the information imparted by the library.

During this period, | had noticed that the lack of a bibliography of research reports of the
Institute is a great loss to the users of the library. Hence the objectives of compiling this
bibliography are two fold documenting the details of all research reports published by the
institute and facilitating easy and effective access to internal publications.

viii



Preparing a bibliography is a complicated task. A great deal of time and effort was invested
in locatingof the documents that were published over a course of 50 years, extracting
relevant information, classifying those under various subject topics and computerizing
them. The task began in January 2021 and a significant length of the process was
completed during the lock down period of the Covid 19 pandemic.

The data entry phase was the most tedious and time consuming. Inconsistencies in
cataloguing and technical issues further complicated the task. However, at the end of the
day a fine product could be crafted.

The structure of the Bibliography

Cataloguing of this bibliography follows the Anglo American Cataloguing Rules (2nd
Edition). Classification has been done under Universal Decimal Classification: Standard
Edition: Volume 1 Standard Tables. Subject headings are listed according to Macro
Thesaurus for Information Processing in the Field of Economic and Social Development.

Sinhala and English publications are listed separately. All publications are arranged under
subject headings in the alphabetical order. Each list consists of three parts: subject
section, title index and author index.

In the subject section, there is an entry for each publication with bibliographical
information. As per the cataloguing rules, in the case of more than three authors, the first
name given is considered as the principal author. In such cases, only the name of the first
author is mentioned followed by ‘[et. al.]' The names of the co-authors are included in the
Author Index.

Titles of the publications are mentioned in the Title Index. Since the number used in the
subject section is mentioned opposite the title of the publication, information can be
accessed by the title itself. In the same manner, in the Author Index, the relevant number
accompanies the title to aid easy access to subject information.
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